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What do you do when you want to find a new home or apartment?
Let’s learn about the way to look for and rent apartments, and the rules for moving into new places.
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Moving and Your New Residence

Go To a Real Estate Company

When you want to rent an apartment, usually you can go to a real estate company in the
area where you want to live. Before you go, you can always get information about
apartments that are available by buying a magazine from a book shop, picking up free
housing magazines in convenience stores, or by checking different real estate information n
online. We recommend going to a real estate agent with a Japanese person to help you.
There are a lot of rules about contracts that are special to Japan so it is important to listen

carefully when the real estate agent explains the contract process to you.

What You Need When Making a Contract

1. Guarantor : A Guarantor is someone who will take
responsibility and pay instead of you if something goes
wrong or you don’t pay your rent. You must ask someone
who is living in Japan to be your Guarantor.

2. Deposit, or Shikikin : This money will be used if you
don’t pay your rent or to clean and repair your apartment
after you leave. This money is kept by the landlord and is
usually about 2 to 3 months’ worth of rent.

3. Gift Money, or Reikin : This money is a present that is
given to the landlord. It is usually about one month’s rent.
There are some instances when you don’t have to pay this
money.

4. Fees, or Tesuuryou : This is money that you pay as a fee
to the real estate agency. Usually the fee is about half to a
month’s worth of rent.
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Q. I don’t know anyone who will
be my Guarantor. What should I
do?

A. If you cannot find a Guarantor
in Japan, there may be a system
you can use called Ml 5 i K5 &
BEE AJE L) ( “Sendaishi
Minkan Chintai Jutaku Nyukyo Shien
Seido” ) where you pay money to a
Guarantor Company. There is
another special system that you
may be able to use if you are an
international student called & %
A E KRGl EL (“Ryugakusei

Jutaku Sougo Hosho” ). For more

information about these systems
and to see if you can use them,

please ask your real estate agent.
Municipal Housing

Compared to regular apartments, the Municipal Housing, kouei jutaku,
apartments are very cheap. However, you can’t just live here easily, you must
apply and fulfill certain conditions. The people who move in are determined by
a lottery system.

|- ¢

Q. I just moved to a new
apartment and I want to paint
the walls. Should I tell my
landlord?

Stop the Contract at Your Current Apartment

When you choose to move to a new apartment, you need to
stop the contract on your current apartment and tell the
landlord that you will be moving. You should tell them one to

two months before you plan to move. A. You are not allowed to change

the design of the apartment that
you rent. Painting the walls,

Choose and Hire a Moving Company

Usually when you have to move large pieces of furniture,
you will make a contract with a moving company. The
fees for each moving company are different, so we
recommend getting quotes from different companies and
comparing their cost.

hammering in nails, or affixing
furniture to the walls is against
the rules. If you would like to
change anything, ask your
landlord first.
Paperwork/Contacting Companies

After you move you need to contact many people to tell
them that you changed your address.

Who to Contact: electric company, gas company,

the Water Department, telephone company, the Post
Office, and your bank. You also need to change your
address at your Ward Office, the address on your Zairyu
Card, and your driver’s license.
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After you move to a new place, you should try to be friendly with your neighbors.

One of the most important things to do to respect your neighbors is to follow the rules.

1. Putting out Trash: Put out your trash on the right day in the right place.

2. Sound: When you live in an apartment, the sound carries to each side and below and above you very easily.
Please try not to make a lot of noise early in the morning or late at night.

3. Bicycles and Motorcycles: Please park them in the parking area and line them up neatly.

4. Neighborhood Associations: Neighborhood Associations called Chonaikai or Jichikai are groups made up of your
neighbors. They plan activities like festivals and disaster prevention drills. Since everyone in the neighborhood
can be involved, even foreign residents are welcome. Ask some of your neighbors for more information.
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